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During our Lord’s earthly ministry, He gave a promise concerning the sign of 
His coming again and the close of this age. He said, “And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all 
nations; and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14).  The disciples asked Jesus 
on the day of His Ascension into heaven whether He was in fact going to “at 
this time” restore the kingdom to Israel, but He answered them by predicting 
the coming of the power of the Holy Spirit to empower the Church to take the 
Gospel to the whole world, beginning in Jerusalem and reaching eventually 
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Jesus therefore established His kingdom on 
this earth spiritually with His death, burial, and resurrection. This kingdom is 
still expanding throughout the world today with the preaching of the gospel 
message, which was empowered by the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church in Acts 2. Both Philip and the apostle Paul preached “the good news 
about the kingdom of God,” which is also equivalent to teaching about the 
message of salvation in Jesus Christ (Acts 8:12; 28:31). Jesus also connected 
entering the kingdom of God with believing in the Gospel of God’s salvation 
in Christ (Mark 1:15). 
 
The Great Commission (preaching the gospel of the kingdom throughout the 
whole world, literally to every nation or people group) is connected to the end 
of time when Christ will come back again to set up His physical kingdom 
(Matt. 24:14). Therefore, the most indispensable task for the Church today is 
to seek to expand the Kingdom of God throughout the world. This 
missiological enterprise involves preaching the gospel message, making 
disciples, and teaching the Word of God to all nations (Matt. 28:18-20). Our 
TPI ministry training for pastors in Africa is seeking to equip the national 
leaders to do this so they can reach their countries for Christ and expand the 
Kingdom of God, and so fulfill God’s mandate for them in Africa. 
 
 

�
�������������������������
������	������� �
 

�������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
� ����
�
1. Pray for the upcoming   
    2010 African institutes. 
  
2. Pray for the three   
    pastoral training teams   
    going to Africa 2010. 
 
3. Pray for enough funds  
    for the 2010 institutes  
    and for our TPI support 
    (we presently are at 75%       
    of our total personal   
    support). 
 
4. Pray for the pastors in  
    Africa as some of them   
    have great difficulties  
    and challenges in their  
    lives and ministries. 
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We are planning to conduct six 
pastoral training institutes for 
approximately 1500 national 
pastors this summer in six 
countries in Central, East, and 
Southern Africa.  
 
Dr. Paul Swets from Memphis, TN 
will join me for the first two weeks 
in Kenya and Tanzania. Rev. Scott 
Girard will join me for the next 
two weeks in Burundi and the 
Dem. Rep. of Congo. Dr. Bob 
Ferguson from Blountville, TN 
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In 2010, TPI is looking to train  
many pastors by conducting eight 
to ten institutes in Africa. The 
financial situation in America, 
however, is a major challenge and 
obstacle to putting on these 
institutes.  We can only train as 
many pastors as the Lord provides 
through the generous support of 
churches and individuals in the 
United States. 
 
Would you consider helping us to 
pay for the pastor’s tuition for 
institutes we seek to offer in 2010 
so they can receive this training 
free of charge? It costs us about 
$30 per person to train pastors in 
Africa, and each institute costs us 
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about $7,500. It will take a great 
effort to help put on these institutes, 
but the need to train these 1500 
pastors is critical to reaching people 
for Christ in their areas. 
  
If you would like to help sponsor 
pastors with a missions gift, please 
make a check out to Training 
Pastors International, and send it to 
5132 Wedgewood Road, Lynchburg, 
VA 24503. 
 
If you would like to help us with our 
need of increasing our personal 
support from 75% to reach the 
needed 100% level, we would 
greatly appreciate it. 
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Dr. John and Jennifer Balmer�
5132 Wedgewood Road 
Lynchburg, VA 24503 

Phone: 434-386-0266 
jbalmerjr@yahoo.com 
www.trainpastors.com 
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will join me for the final two weeks 
in Zimbabwe and Zambia. 
 
Most of these pastors could not 
receive this pastoral training were it 
not for  American teams of pastors 
coming over to Africa and offering 
this training free of charge to them. 
 
Would you consider helping these 
pastors get this training by offering 
to pay for their tuition, which is $30 
per pastor? You could be launching a 
pastor’s ministry! 
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